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s  %  r; 

HAving  fuch  an  Occafion  given  me  in  the 
following  Sermon  to  mention  Tour  Name , 
that  without  Rudenefs  and  Ingratitude ,  / 
could  not  pafs  it  over ,  as  One  of  the  Four  Kind 
Phyficians,  who  attended  me  Six  Tears  ago9  in  a 
long  and  dangerous  Fever ,  I  was  determin'd  on  fur - 
ther  Reflection  to  addrefs  this  Difcourfe  toTou;  not 
leing  willing  to  deny  myfelf  the  Pleafure ,  of  making 
this  P uhlick  Acknowledgment  of  That,  and  many 
other  Infiances  of  Tour  generous  and  ufeful  Friend¬ 
ship >  thro  a  Series  of  many  Tears ,  as  well  Alroadj 
as  at  HomeK 

Nor  can  I  decline  this  Opportunity  of  joyning  with 
Multitudes  in  City  and  Country ,  to  give  TouThankSj 
as  well  for  Tour  late  Excellent  Poem>  intitul'd 
CREATION,  in  Defence  of  the  Honour  of  our 
Almighty  Maker,  and  Vindication  of  his  mod 
Wile  Providence,  as  for  Tour  other  Endeavours  to 
promote  the  Good  and  Happinefs  of  Mankind ;  ly 
exerting  your  Talents  to  ferve  the  Inter efi  of  Ver- 
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tue  and  Religion ;  in  an  Age ,  that  wants  the  great efi 
Afftftance ,  to  flop  the  Growth  of  Infidelity ,  and  Cor¬ 
ruption  of  Manners ,  i#  fo  terrible  a  manner 

have  infetted  and  overfpread  the  Nation. 

Moft  Readers  will  perceive ,  that  in  this  Tou  very 
much  refemlle  our  Worthy  Friend  Deceas’d,  as 
toed  as  in  many  other  things  I  have  mention  d  to 
his  Honour ,  which  are  no  lefs  Applicable  to  Tour 
felf  than  to  Him. 

Among  Tour  other  Friends ,  I  earn  eflly  wifh ,  that 
Tour  Ufefulnefs  to  Mankind ,  both  as  to  what  con¬ 
cerns  the  Prefervation  of  their  Health  and  Lives, 
in  the  way  of  your  Prof effion,  as  alfo  of  the  Improve* 
rnent  of  their  Knowledge  and  Vertue  by  other  At • 
tempts,  may  laft  and  encreafe .  /  beg  it  of  Heaven  : 

and  remain , 

LONDON,  '  ’  o  f\— 

*  May  io.  1712.  OIK, 

%\ *  •  \ a  iSi'SS  ^  \  '  %  vwiJ 

Your  mod  Obliged  Friend, 
and  Servant , 

.  j fobn  Shower* 
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G  E  N.  V.  24* 

Enoch  walked  with  God ,  and  he  was  not% 

for  God  took  him. 

AMONG  the  great  Number  of  our  Friends 
and  Acquaintance  remov’d  by  Death  to 
a  State  of  Immortality,  Some,  to  their 
Honour  be  it  acknowledg’d^  were  more 
iignificant,  and  of  greater  Importance  than  the 
reft  :  Perfons  diftinguifli’d  by  greater  Accomplifh- 
ments ,  brighter  Virtues ,  and  more  extenfive  Ufe~ 
fulnefs.  The  Lofs  of  thefe,  who  can  fo  ill  be  fpa- 
red  ,  fhould  be  accompanied  with  greater  Expreffi- 
ons  of  our  Sorrow  ;  but  as  it  is  GOD,  the  Abfo- 
lute  Lord  and  Difpofer  of  all  Things ,  who  takes 
’em  from  us ,  fo  they  themfelves  are  abundantly 
pleas’d  with  the  Change  ;  refieding  on  the  Evils 
they  have  efcap’d  ,  and  the  Happinefs  they  at  pre- 
lent  enjoy  b  the  Perfection  whereof  they  look  for, 
when  the  whole  Family  of  God  fliall  be  collected 
at  the  Laft  Day. 

’Tis  the  Expedition  of  the  like  Happy  Change 
that  is  our  chief  Support  ;  when  we  conlider,  that 
in  a  fhort  time  we  fhall  certainly  follow  our  De¬ 
parted  Friends ,  be  deliver’d  from  thefe  Prifofts  of 
Clay ,  and  this  Vale  of  Tears,  and  at  laft  make  a 
Part  of  the  Univerfal  Aflembly  of  the  Saints,  in 
Unfpeakable  Glory.  Without  the  Afliftance  of 
this  Faith  and  Hope,  with  what  fad  Hearts  and  de- 
jeded  Countenances ,  fhould  we  look  upon  the 
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Graves  and  Monuments  of  our  Dear  Friends,- 
whole  Souls  are  gone  into  another  World  !  ’Tis  bv 
this  Hope  that  we  are  fo  reliev’d,  as  not  to  be  dif- 
courag  d  by  the  Inconveniencies  and  Sufferings  of 
our  prefent  State,  nor  by  the  Profped  of  the 
Grave ,  _  in  which  we  lhall  be  lodg’d ,  nor  of  the 
^  int°  which  our  mould’ring  Bodies  muft  be 
refolv  d  ;  being  affur’d  that  Chrift  hath  left  us  his 
Spirit,  to  be  an  Earnelt  of  our  Inheritance,  and  to 
qualify  and  prepare  us  for  the  Manfions  of  the 
Blelled  ;  and  that  he  hath  carried  our  Nature  with 
him  into  Heaven,  as  a  Pledge  that,  in  his  appointed 

Seaion ,  our  Bodies  and  Souls  lhall  be  admitted  to 
that  Happy  Place. 

,  .H®telis ,  us>  .That  if  we  walk  with  God  in 
this  Lite,  he  will  certainly,  in  his  own  Time, 
remove  us  from  thefe  Mournful  Habitations ,  and 
take  us  to  Himfelf  and  Everlafting  Blelfednefs  : 
l  no  not  in  the  way  of  Enoch,  who  by  Special  Pri- 
vilege  was  admitted  to  Heaven  bv  a  Tranflation, 
and  not  by  Death.  ’Tis  here  fald  of  Him,  He 

™im“  WlUJ  5  a>1‘  WaS  n0t  5  f°r  Go^  t00^ 


Fir/,  Let  us  conlider  fomewhat  of  this  Religious 
Perlon,  according  to  the  brief  Account  given 
or  him  in  the  Holy  Scriptures. 

Secondly  His  Excellent  and  Imitable  Character 
and  Con  venation  :  He  walked  with  God . 

Thirdly >  The  Glorious  Reward  thereof  ;  God  took 
mm.  His  Soul  and  Body ,  without  any  Sepa¬ 
ration  by  Death  ,  were  together  advanc’d  to 
Heaven. 

Fourthly  What  Reflexions  may  be  made  from 

this  Example,  and  what  Application  to  the  Pre¬ 
sent  Occafion, 
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Fir  fly  As  concerning  this  Patriarch,  and  the  others 
who  liv’d  before  the  Flood,  the  Hiftory  is  very  fliort : 
For  the  Time  of  Sixteen  Hundred  Years ,  and  up¬ 
wards,  the  whole  is  contain’d  in  three  or  four  Pages 
of  the  Sacred  Writings.  The  Scripture-Account 
of  the  Defcendants  from  Adam  is  confirm’d  by  He¬ 
rodotus  ,  from  the  Tradition  of  the  Egyptian  Priefts, 
who  fpeak  of  the  Eight  Defcendants  from  Cain ,  the 
Eldeft  Son  of  Adam  ;  and  Twelve  of  the  Line  of 
Set by  his  Youngeft  Son,  unto  the  laft  named  of  the 
Line  of  Japbet ,  who  was  the  Eldeft  Son  of  Noah. 
This  is  agreeable  to  the  Account  in  Genefis  ,  which 
our  Deceafed  Friend  hath  obferved  *. 

The  long  Lives  of  the  Patriarchs  God  appointed 
with  great  Wifdom  and  Kindnefs ,  for  the  fpeedier, 
and  more  plentiful  Increafe  of  Mankind ,  and  for 
the  more  effectual  Propagation  of  True  Religion, 
and  other  Ufeful  Knowledge  in  the  World  :  And 
many  Natural  Reafons  may  be  given ,  why  they 
liv’d  longer  before  the  Flood  than  after. 

It  may  not  be  overlook’d,  what  a  Difference  there 
is  in  what  is  faid  of  the  Line  and  Defcendants  of 
Cain,  from  that  of  Seth ,  and  his  Pofterity,  in  whofe 
Line  the  Promifed  Seed  was  to  come.  The  Spirit 
of  God  by  Mofes  carries  the  Genealogy  of  Cain  but 
a  very  little  way  ;  and  doth  not  fay  how  many 
Years  they  liv’d  ,  or  when  they  dv’d  :  And  what 
need  of  it  ?  fince  they  were  all  to  perifli  with  the 
Flood.  Whereas  the  Account  of  the  Defcendants 
from  Set b,  in  the  Holy  Line,  is  more  particular,  how 
many  Years  they  liv’d,  and  when  they  dy’d  :  tho’ 


*  See  his  Learned  Account  of  the  Univerfe  ,  as  the  Kingdom 
and  Creature  of  GOD,  Cofmologia  Sacra,  B.  IV.  Chap.  2.  Sett. 8,  5?. 
He  hath  alfo  given  us  the  Sum  of  what  can  be  faid,  or  need  be  faid, 
concerning  the  Long  Lives  of  the  Patriarchs,  C hap.  IV.  Sett.  6. 
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the  whole  Reck’ning  is  ftill  by  Days.  All  the  Days 
of  Seth,  &c.  intimating  the  Shortnefs  of  Human 
Life*  when  ’tis  longed  :  For  none  of  them  liv’d  a 
7 “houfand  Tears ,  which,  unto  God,  is  but  as  One  Day . 
Their  Years  are -all  number’d,  and  then  ’tis  faid  of 
them  all,  (  Enoch  only  excepted  )  He  Med.  Such  a 
one  did  fo  and  fo  ,  and  liv’d  fo  many  Years ;  And 
this  and  that  was  true  of  Him,  and  Hedyd.  Con¬ 
cerning  Enoch ,  we  read  of  the  Time  of  his  Birth, 
of  his  Parentage,  and  Pofterity,  and  how  long  he 
liv’d,  (to  wit)  a  Tear  of  Tears ,  or  as  many  Years  as 
there  are  Days  in  the  Year,  (to  wit)  Three  hundred 
lixty  five.  His  was  the  fhorteft  Life  of  all  the  Pa¬ 
triarchs  ;  but  that  was  abundantly  compenfated  to 
him,  partly  by  that  of  his  Son  Methufelah ,  who  liv’d 
the  longed  ;  and  much  more  to  Himfelf ,  by  the 
Happy  Exchange  of  Bleffednefs  in  the  other  World, 
for  fo  much  longer  Time  in  this. 

Enoch  was  Three  Hundred  and  Eight  Years  old 
when  Adam  dy’d  ,  and  was  Cotemporary  with  Seth 
alfo.  What  an  Opportunity  had  he  from  them,  to 
know  a  great  deal  of  the  State  of  Things  between 
God  and  Man ,  before,  and  after  the  Fall ;  and  to 
be  acquainted  with  the  true  Account  of  the  Origi¬ 
nal  of  all  Things  ;  which  he  might  eafily  commu¬ 
nicate  to  Methufelah  his  Son,  and.  to  Noah ,  and  fo  to 
Abraham  ?  This  was  a  great  Advantage  to  the 
World,  for  the  Spreading  of  the  Knowledge  of  God 
and  Religion.  Methufelah  himfelf  was  above  Two 
Tlundred  Years  old*,  when  Adam  dy’d  :  Lamech  his 
Son,  the  Father  of  Noah ,  was  Fifty  fix  Years  old  ; 
and  Noah  liv’d  Five  Hundred  Years  with  Methufelah , 
the  Son  of  Enoch.  By  this  Means,  an  Account  of 
God  and  Religion  might  be  tranfmitted  from  the 
Creation  to  the  Flood  ;  and  afterward  by  Noah  to 
Abraham ,  who  liv’d  together  Fifty  eight  Years.  So 
that  the  Fliftory  and  Experience  of  Two  Thoufand 
Years  might  meet  in- Abraham,  ,  >  ,  ,  Therd 
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There  is  One  thing  more  concerning  Enoch  taken 
notice  of  by  the  Apoftle  Jude  •  that  He  was  the 
Seventh  from  Adam ,  to  diftinguifh  Him  from  another 
of  that  Name,  who  defcended  from  Cain ,  who  built 
the  firft  City  after  the  Name  of  his  Son  Enoch ,  and 
He  was  the  Third  from  Adam.  The  Apoftle  fpeaks 
of  the  Vrofhecy  of  Enoch ;  for  befides  His  being  a 
Preacher  of  Righteoufnefs,  and  a  Reprover  of  Sin, 
as  Noah  was ;  He  is  thought  to  have  foretold  the 
Deluge  of  the  Old  Wprld  by  the  Name  which  He 
gave  His  Son  Methufelah ,  which  fignifies  He  dieth ,  and 
the  Dart ,  or  Arrow  of  God’s  Vengeance  cometh ;  or  He  dies, 
and  the  fending  forth  of  the  Waters  cometh.  And  as  foon 
as  He  dy5d,  the  Flood  did  come.  He  foretold  the 
End  of  the  World,  and  the  Second  Coming  of  Chrift. 
Tho’  We  need  not  imagine  there  was  any  fuch  Pro¬ 
phecy  of  Enoch  left  in  Writing*  for  Mofes  is  reckon’d 
by  our  Saviour  to  be  the  Firft  of  the  Ancient  Pro¬ 
phets  who  deliver’d  any  Part  of  Holy  Scripture  by 
Infpiration  :  But  ’tis  here  recited  by  an  infpir’d  Wri¬ 
ter,  the  Apoftle  Jude.  The  Subjed  was  fuited  to 
HisPurpofe,  who  had  to  deal  with  fuch  Scoffers,  who 
derided  any  fuch  Dodrine.  ’Tis  probable  from  this 
Prophecy,  that  in  Enoch’s  time  the  Pofterity  of  Seth 
expeded  a  future  Judgment ;  and  believed  the  Pro-» 
mife  of  a  Mefttah  to  come  :  Blefled  be  God,  our 
Light  about  this  Matter,  is  much  clearer  than  theirs 
could  be. 

II.  I  proceed  to  the  Charader  here  given  of 
Him,  that  He  walked  with  God ,  i.  e.  had  a  great  Senfe 
of  God’s  Power,  Prefence,  Wifdom,  Goodnefs,  and 
Other  Ferfedions.  This  did  influence  and  govern 
His  Converfation  in  the  World.  To  walk  with  God, 
is  a  comprehenfive  Expreftion  of  Serious  Godlinefs. 
In  other  Places  we  read  of  Walking  before  God,  and 
after  God,  following  Him  fully  »  or  fulfilling  after  Him , 


6 


Funeral  Sermon. 


as  is  faid  of  Caleb .  We  read  of  Walking  the  Lord , 
and  in  His  Lear  ,  in  His  Law  >  in  Hts  Command - 
ments ,  &c. 

The  Metaphor,  in  General,  of  Walking, ,  fuppofes 
Activity  and  Diligence.  A  Good  Man  does  not  loi¬ 
ter  away  his  Time  in  Sloth  and  Idlenefs  ,•  or  meerly 
pretend  to  be  Good,  without  a  Good  Converfation; 
and  without  doing  Good.  It  implies  too  that  He  is 
progrefllve  in  Religion,  not  declining ,  but  going 
forward  in  Grace  and  Holinefs  ;  proceeding  from 
ftrength  to  ftrength ,  and  in  a  regular  Courfe  towards 
Perfection.  Holy  Walking  implies  Freedom  :  That 
out  of  Choice  we  run  the  Way  of  God’s  Command¬ 
ments,  that  we  ad  Voluntarily,  and  not  by  Compul¬ 
sion:  To  be  drag’d  from  Place  to  Place,  is  not  to 
Walk.  And  this  in  a  Stated  Courfe,  not  for  a  Start 
only,  taking  a  Step  or  two  in  the  Right  Way,  and 
then  turning  off,  but  proceeding  with  Conftancy, 
and  Perfeverance.  However,  this  is  not  to  be  un- 
derftood  of  a  Sinlefs  Perfection,  bat  of  having  our 
Converfation  in  this  World  in  Simplicity  *  and 
Godly  Sincerity.  It  excludes  Partiality  in  the 
Law  of  God ,  as  well  as  Hypocrify  and  Guile : 
And  no  lefs  condemns  Refting  in  the  External  Parts 
of  Religion  ,  without  the  Inward  Principle,  and 
Power  of  Godlinefs. 

Let  us  farther  Confder  this  Walking  with  God ,  as 
Specify Jd  and  diffinguifli’d  by  the  Bleffed  ObjeCt, 
with  whom  Enoch  is  faid  to  have  Walked.  If  we 
Confider  GOD  as  our  Maker,  Owner  and  Sovereign, 
to  be  obferv’d  and  obey’d ;  and  as  our  Chief  and 
mofl  fatisfying  Good,  to  be  enjoy’d  ;  It  will  then 
imply  Faith  and  Love,  and  Obedience,  Dependance 
and  Truft,  Devotednefs  to  His  Service,  and  Refig- 
nation  to  his  Will.  That  we  Remember  His  Omni¬ 
prefence  ;  and  live  every-where  and  alway  as  under 
His  Holy  Eye.  That  we  converfe- freely,  and  fre¬ 
quently 
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quently  with  Him,  and  pour  out  our  Hearts  before 
Him  in  Praife  and  Prayer,  with  the  mod:  humble 
Reverence.  That  we  be  careful  in  all  Things  to 
pleafe  Him  ;  Ambitious  to  approve  our  Selves  in  his 
Sight ;  Avoiding  whatfoever  we  may  fear  would 
difpleafe  or  difhonour  Him :  That  we  offer  Him 
our  Thanks  and  Praifes  continually ;  afcribing  Glo¬ 
ry  to  Him  for  all  His  Perfections  and  Providences ; 
for  all  His  Benefits  and  Favours :  That  we  Rejoice 
in  the  Lord,  and  ferve  Him  chearfully  :  That  we 
obferve  the  Difcoveries  He  makes  of  Himfelf,  in  His 
Word,  or  Works,  in  the  Government  of  the  World  ; 
and  in  Our  Redemption  by  His  Son :  That  we 
practically  acknowledge  God  in  every  thing/endea¬ 
vouring  to  keep  in  His  Fear  all  the  Day  long  ;  and 
have  our  Converfation  in  Heaven  :  Faithfully  to  do 
our  Duty,  and  be  fatisfy’d  with  dqing  it,  whatever 
be  the  Event;  not  regarding  the  Cenfures  or  Con¬ 
demnation  of  Men,  while  God  is  not  difpleas’d.  In 
fhort;  To  Walk  with  God,  is  to  endeavour  to  be 
Holy,  as  He  is  Holy.  In  our  whole  Courfe  to  be 
conform’d  to  His  Floly  Image,  Pattern,  and  Precept, 
All  Veofle  will  walk  in  the  Name  of  Their  God,  and  we 
will  walk  in  the  Name  of  Our  God  for  Ever ,  and  for 
Ever ,  Mic.  iv.  5”. 

Now  becaufe  Other  Patriarchs  before  Enoch  were 
Good  Men,  and  Walked  with  God  ;  that  this  Cha¬ 
racter  is  given  to  Him  fir  ft,  and  not  to  any  of  his 
Predeceffors,  mud  fuppofe  fome  Eminence,  Im¬ 
provement,  and  Perfection  in  his  Piety,  above  the 
Common  Rate;  that  He  excell’d  other  Good  Men: 
Which  is  evident,  in  part,  by  the  Difcouragements 
He  was  under,  from  the  Corruption  and  Degene¬ 
racy  of  that  Age  ;  And  partly  by  the  Singularity  of 
the”  Reward  given  Him.  Which  is  the  next  Thing 
to  be  confider’d. 

Thirdly ,  The  Glorious  Reward  of  His  Walking  with 

God*  J 
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God.  He  was  noty  for  God  took  Him.  He  was  no 
longer  in  Our  World ;  He  was  T  ranflated,  that  He 
*  might  not  fee  Death.  He  was  not  to  be  found  here ; 
|^or  did  He  die,  but  was  taken  up  alive  into  Heaven: 
probably,  in  a  Vifible  Manner,  by  the  Miniftration 
of  Angels,  like  the  Prophet  Elias.  They  were  both 
exempted  from  the  Common  Way  of  Reaching  the 
Happinefs  of  the  Other  World.  This  Chapter  is 
called  the  Book  of  the  Generation  of  Adam,  giving 
us  an  Account  of  the  Genealogy,  Defcent,  Lives 
and  Deaths  of  the  Old  Patriarchs.  The  laft  Word 
jpoken  of  Adam ,  is,  That  He  dy  d ;  and  fo  of  Seth , 
and  the  reft  i  But  of  Enoch ,  He  was  not ,  God  took  himy 
fo  as  riot  to  fee  Death.  His  Body,  doubtlefs,  fuffer’d 
many  Changes,  equivalent  to  Dying,  (fuch  as  they 
muft  undergo  who  fhall  be  found  alive  at  the  Se¬ 
cond  Coming  of  Chrift)  that  He  might  be  fitted  for 
that  Region  He  was  to  pafs  into,  and  fuited  to  thofe, 
through  which  He  muft  pafs.  God  took  Him ,  Body 
'  and  Soul,  into  the  Heavenly  Paradife,  to  partake  of 
fuch  a  State  of  Happinefs,  as  was  allotted  for  the 
Faithful,  before  the  Afcerifion  of  Chrift  into  Hea- 
'  ven.  The  Ordinary  Way  of  getting  thither,  is  by 
the  Separation  of  Soul  and  Body  :  by  the  parting  of 
Flefh  and  Spirit ;  But  God  hath  not  limited  and 
bound  Himfelf  up,  and  was  able  to  ferve  great  Pur- 
pofes  for  His  own  Glory  by  fuch  a  Tranflation  : 
Which  leads  me  to  the 

Fourth  Thing  propos’d  (viz,.)  to  make  fome  brief 
Refledions  on  this  Example. 

.Fir/,  How  wonderful  is  the  Wifdom  and  Con- 
defcenfion  of  God,  that  foon  after  the  Death  of  our 
Firft  Parent  ^/^w,appointed  this  Tranflation  of  Enoch  ? 
By  the  One  Fie  gave  an  Inftance  of  Mortality;  and 
of  Immortality  by  the  Other.  About  Eight  Patri¬ 
archs  were  living  when  Adam  died;  and  no  lefs  than 
Seven  furvivirig,  to  be  Witneffes  of  Enoch's  Tranfla¬ 
tion. 
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tion.  In  Adam,  God  gave  a  Pledge  of  the  Fruit  of 
Sin,  which  is  Death.  In  Enoch ,  of  the  Fruit  of  Ho- 
linefs,  which  is  Immortality  and  Eternal  Life.  In 
the  Time  of  Enoch ,  Mankind  was  degenerate,  and 
funk  into  a  Worldly,  Senfual  Life.  The  Time  of 
Elias  was  as  bad,  all  things  running  into  Lieentiouf- 
nefs  and  Diforder.:  The  Tranflation  of  thefe  Two, 
might  help  to  maintain  a  Senfe  of  God  and  another 
World,  when  the  Revelation  of  a  Future  State  was 
not  fo  clear,  as  it  is  now  made  by  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift.  Before  the  Flood,  Enoch  is  an  Inftance,  of 
One  that  got  to  Fleaven  without  tailing  Death 
Under  the  Law,  Ellas  is  another,  who  only  dropt 
his  Mantle,  but  not  his  Flefh  :  Was  prefent  with  the 
Lord ,  without  being  abfent  from  the  Body,  Under  the 
Gofpel-Difpenfation,  we  have  another  Inftance,  by 
the  Afcenlion  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  Some  think, 
that  by  the  Tranflation  of  Enoch  and  Elias,  God  not 
only  fliow’d  the  World  the  Certainty  of  another 
Life  ;  but  in  what  Manner  we  fhould  have  left  this 
World,  if  Sin  had  not  introduced  Death.  We  might 
have  been  as  eafily  and  honourably  removed  to  Hea¬ 
ven,  as  from  one  Room  to  another. 

Secondly ,  Let  us  compare  Enoch  and  Abel ;  the 
Tranflation  of  the  One,  with  the  Martyrdom  of  the 
Other.  Both  were  Excellent  Types  of  Chrift  ;  One 
of  His  Death,  the  Other  of  His  Afcenfion.  Both- 
were  Eminent  for  Faith  and  Holinefs,  and  Well- 
pleafing  in  the  Sight  of  God  :  yet  what  a  difference 
did  the  Sovereignty  of  God  make,  between  thefe 
two,  in  their  Removal  out  of  this  World  !  Abel  was 
Murther’d  by  his  Brother :  Enoch  is  tranflated  to  Hea¬ 
ven  without  dying.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  diffe¬ 
rence  ftill  to  be  obferv’d  in  the  Deaths  of  Good 
Men.  Some  go  Triumphantly  to  Heaven  ;  Others 
with  Pain,  and  Sorrow,  and  Fear.  Some  are  taken 
off  fuddenly  ,  Others  endure  racking  Torture,  and 
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tedious  Sicknefs,  and  much  grievous  Suffering,  for 
many  Months.  This  is  true  fometimes  of  the  Ho- 
lieft  and  Beft  Men  :  But  God  is  our  Sovereign,  and 
gives  no  Account  of  His  Matters  ;  and  that  which 
we  know  not  now,  we  may  know  hereafter. 

Thirdly ,  That  a  Holy  Life,  tranfacfted  with  God  in 
this  World,  will  end  happily.  Such  as  Walk  with 
God  now,  Hi  all  at  length  be  taken  up  to  Him,  to 
dwell  with  Him,  in  His  BleiTed  Prefence.  When 
they  have  finifhed  their  Courfe,  and  ferv'd  their  Ge¬ 
neration  according  to  the  Will  of  God,  they  fhall 
be  Received  up  into  their  Mailer’s  Joy  and  Glory. 
This  Text  is  a  Defcription  of  the  Work  of  a  Good 
Man  upon  Earth,  and  of  his  Reward  in  Heaven ; 
He  Walks  with  God  in  this  Life,  and  his  Reft  is 
with  God  in  the  next :  Without  the  One,  we  can’t 
expect  the  Other. 

Fourthly ,  Comparing  this  Text  with  what  the  A- 
poftie  fays,  in  Heh.  xi.  where  the  Phrafe  is  vary’d, 
and  the  fame  Thing  exprefs’d  by  his  pleafing  God . 
According  to  the  Greek  Verfion ,  which  the  Apoftle 
follows  in  many  places ;  Obferve,  that  to  walk  with 
God ,  is  highly  to  pleafe  Him .  Nothing  is  more  accep¬ 
table  to  God,  than  that  we  endeavour  in  a  ferious 
Courfe  of  Actions  and  Converfation  to  Walk  with 
Him,  to  Walk  before  Him,  in  our  Integrity. 

Fifthly ,  Confidering  the  Wickednefs  of  that  Age, 
we  may  obferve.  That  Gca  will  efpecially  own,  and 
reward  Thofe  that  are  Faithful  to  Him,  and  Zea¬ 
lous  for  Elis  Glory  in  Bad  Times.  Noah  was  ano¬ 
ther  fuch  Inftance  as  Enoch  •  the  World  was  very  de¬ 
generate  when  Enoch  lived  ;  though  it  may  be  not 
fo  Bad,  as  in  the  days  of  Noah,  defcrib’d  in  the  next 
Chapter,  that  aU  Flejh  had  corrupted  his  way  on  the  Earth , 
The  Wickednefs  of  Man  was  fo  great,  that  God 
fent  a  general  Flood  to  wafh  it  away.  Such  as  con¬ 
tinue  Upright  in  their  Walk  with  God,  and  coiy? 
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dernn  the  World  by  their  Faith  and  Obedience,  fliall 
be  own’d  and  rewarded  with  Special  Tokens  of  Di¬ 
vine  Favour.  Enoch  and  Noah,  and  Lot>  and  Caleh> 
and  Jojlma ,  and  Elias ,  and  others,  are  Witneffes,  and 
Xnftances  of  this. 

Daniel  was  another  Inftance  of  God’s  rewarding 
Faithfulnefs  in  the  Word  of  Times.  He  would  not 
forbear  to  pray  to  God  for  Thirty  Days,  at  the  Com¬ 
mand  of  the  King  Darius,  though  he  were  to  be 
thrown  into  the  Den  of  Lions.  Whereas  he  that 
will  quit  his  Principles,  and  change  his  Practice  in 
Religion,  to  preferve  any  Worldly  Advantages,  will 
deferve  the  Character  of  the  Prince  of  Tyrus ,  Behold 
Thou  art  wifer  than  Daniel ,  Ezek.  xxviij.  5.  God 
grant  that  we  may  not  be  call’d  to  fuch  an  Hour  of 
Temptation,  where  Life  muft  be  abandon’d,  if  we 
will  be  faithful.  But  if  we  cannot  Hand  our  Ground 
in  leffer  Trials,  how  can  it  be  expe&ed,  we  fhould 
in  greater  ?  If  the  Footmen  tire  us,  how  fliall  we 
contend  with  Horfes  ?  If  we  are  ready  to  fink,  and 
fear  drowning,  when  the  Water  is  no  higher  than 
the  Ancles  or  Knees ;  what  fhould  we  do  if  it  were 
up  to  the  Neck  i  If  in  the  Land  of  Peace ,  wherein  thou, 
trufiedjl,  they  wearied  thee ,  then  how  wilt  thou  do ,  in  the. 
f  uelling  of  Jordan  ?  Jer.  xij.  y. 

Sixthly ,  Since  the  Apoftle  afcribes  this  Piety  of 
Enoch ,  and  his  Reward,  unto  his  Faith  y  let  us  obferve 
the  Excellency  of  that  Grace  :  Faith  in  the  Being 
of  a  God,  and  that  He  is  a  Rewarder  of  them  that 
diligently  feek  Him ;  Faith  in  the  Promifed  Meffiah  $ 
and  Faith  in  a  World  to  come,  and  a  future  Judg¬ 
ment  :  This  Faith  is  the  Spring  of  all  our  Religion ; 
Our  whole  Converfation  muft  be  under  theCondu<ft 
of  that  Principle  :  We  muft  walk  by  Faith,  and  not 
by  Sight.  The  Life  we  live  in  this  Flefli,  rriull 
by  the  Faith  of  the  Son  of  God„  A  Belief  of  God’s  Pre* 
fence,  and  Power*  and  Providence  with  right  Ap~ 
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prehenfions  of  His  Holinefs,  and  Juftice,  Mercy  ' 
and  Grace ;  of  His  Faithfulnefs,  and  Truth,  &c. 
Thefe  muft  govern  our  whole  Converfation,  if  we 
would  Walk  with  God.  By  this  Faith  he  obtain  d  a 
Tefiimony  that  he  flea  fed  God  ;  and  thereupon  was 
tranflated,  not  to  fee  Death. 

Seventhly ,  God  took  him  to  Himfelf ;  that  was  his 
Reward.  We  learn,  that  he  who  gets  fafe  out  of 
our  World  to  Heaven,  will  be  no  Lofer  by  a  fort 
Life ,  or  a  fudden  Death.  Every  Body,  I  confefs,  is 
not  ready  as  Enoch ,  for  a  quick,  furprizing  Removal, 
but  would  be  glad  to  be  fpar’d  a  little  longer  in  hope 
of  being  more  ready  :  and  in  that  Senfe  we  may  All 
pray,  From  fudden  Death  Good  Lord  deliver  m  •  mean¬ 
ing  by  it,  a  Death  we  have  not  provided  for  $  when 
we  are  not  ready  and  fit  to  dye.  But  to  a  Good 
Man  who  Walks  with  God,  ’tis  no  Unhappinefs, 
how  great  a  Shock  foever  to  his  furviving  Relatives. 
Many  good  Men  have  defir ’d,  and  chofe  to  be  pri¬ 
vileg’d  from  a  lingring,  painful  Sicknefs,  antece¬ 
dent  to  Diffolution.  This  was  the  Cafe  of  our  De¬ 
ceas’d  Brother  ;  and  God  granted  him  his  Choice. 
When  his  Summons  came,  he  was  not  found  idle, 
but  doing  his  Mailer’s  Will,  in  his  proper  Place  and 
Bufinefs,  while  he  Vifited  the  Sick  committed  to  his 
Care  ;  which  doubtlefs  was  as  fafe  to  himfelf,  and 
as  acceptable  to  God,  as  if  he  had  expired  upon  his 
Knees  in  his  Clofet.  When  Elijah  was  taken  up  to 
Heaven  in  a  Chariot  of  Fire,  he  was  talking  with 
Eli  fa  his  Succeffor,  inftrudting,  encouraging,  af¬ 
fixing  and  dire&ing  him  in  his  Work  •  as  One 
concern’d  to  do  all  the  Good  he  was  able,  to  pro-  ' 
mote  the  Kingdom  of  God  among  Men.  Ufeful- 
nefs  in  the  World,  and  Application  to  the  Bufinefs 
of  our  Station  and  Profeffion,  is  a  very  good  Pre¬ 
parative  for  Death.  The  Prophet  feems  to  think 
fo,  who  was  Confcious  of  his  Removal ;  and  yet 
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fpent  the  Laft  Moments  of  his  Time  in  that  man¬ 
ner.  Solemn  and  Immediate  Devotion  is  not  more 
pleafing  to  Heaven ,  or  a  better  Preparation  for 
Death,  than  Diligence  and  Faithfulnefs  in  the  Dif- 
charge  of  our  Duty,  in  our  Proper  Employments. 
Happy  is  the  Servant,  who  when  his  Lord  comes ,  flail  be 
found  fo  doing. 

’Twas  a  Mercy  to  theDeceafed,  that  after  fo 
many  Years  fo  well  employ’d,  he  did  not  out  live 
his  Eminent  Ufefulnefs.  He  difcover’d  little  or  no 
Decay  of  his  Natural ,  whilft  he  went  on  to  in- 
creafe  his  Spiritual  Endowments.  It  was  his  Ho¬ 
nour  and  Happinefs ,  to  be  Serviceable  to  the  laft 
Moments  *  of  Life  :  Not  being  acquainted  with 
thofe  Infirmities  of  Old  Age,  which  many  undergo, 
who  have  only  the  Shadow  left  of  what  once  they 
were  :  Nor  did  he  protraft  his  Days,  till  the  World 
grew  weary  of  his  Stay,  and  thofe  about  him  made 
broad  Signs  ’twas  time  for  him  to  be  gone. 

I  may  not  omit  to  mind  you ,  that  the  Sudden - 
nefs  of  the  Stroke  prevented  thofe  ardent  Prayers, 
which  otherwife  would  have  been  plentifully  ad- 
drefs’d  to  Heaven  for  his  Recovery.  The  Almigh¬ 
ty  Moderator  of  the  World ,  that  to  encourage 
our  Application  to  the  Throne  of  Grace ,  has  fig- 
nally  own’d  the  fervent  Supplications  of  his  Peo¬ 
ple,  and  hath  gracioufly  ftil’d  himfelf  a  God  hearing 
Prayer  ;  when  he  refolves  not  to  be  intreated,  often 
denies  Place  for  unfuccefsful  Importunity.  I  am 
here  this  Day  a  Witnefs  of  Six  Years  added  to  my 
Life,  in  Anfwer  to  your  frequent  and  fervent  Pray¬ 
ers  in  this  Place ,  even  beyond  the  Expectation  of 
my  Kind  and  Skilful  Phyficians.  Of  thofe  Four 
who  carefully  attended  me.  Three,  as  you  know, 
are  fince  dead,  in  a  fudden  and  fiirprizing  manner; 
Dr,  G,  Howe ,  Dr.  E  Upton ,  and  now  Dr.  N.  Grew  : 

There 
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There  remains  but  *  One  ,  whofe  Life  and  Ufeful- 
nefs  I  pray  God  may  be  lengthen’d  out  for  the  Pub- 
lick  Good. 

’Tis  expe&ed  I  fhould  fay  fomething  further  of 
the  Deceafed.  J/ll  begin  with  his  Advantageous  Pa¬ 
rentage. 

He  was  the  Son  of  a  moft  Worthy  Father,  Df. 
Obadiab  Grew ,  of  Coventry:  Who,  with  many  Ou¬ 
tliers,  was  filenc’d  by  the  Bartholomew- in  the 
Year  1662.  In  Mr  Baxter's  Life  you  have  this  Ac^ 
count  of  him  :  c  He  was  a  Calm,  Grave,  and  Se- 
c  date  Perfon  ,  a  Godly,  Able  and  Faithful  Mini- 
(  Iter,  who  fucceeded  the  famous  Mr.  Richard  Vines 
€  at  St.  Michael's  Coventry  ;  where  the  Soundnefs  of 
his  Doctrine  ,  the  San&ity  and  Prudence  of  his 
€  Converfation  ,  the  Vigilance  and  Tendernefs  of 
€  his  Care,  were  of  a  conftant  Tenor  ;  by  which 
c  means  he  obtained  the  Love  and  Refpe<fi  of  all 
4  the  City ;  and  his  Ends,  for  their  Good  ,  among 
&  the  Citizens.  He  gave  great  Infiances  of  his  In- 
f  tegrity  and  Courage ,  in  thofe  Difficult  and  Di- 
€  vided  Times ;  Some  whereof  are  mention  d.  He  was 
c  one  of  great  Generofity  and  Charity  ,*  and  after 
c  having  many  Years  poffefs’d  the  Love  and  Efteem 

*  of  all  Parties ,  whom  he  frequently  entertain’d 

*  with  mutual  Refped  at  his  own  Table ,  he  ex- 
changed  this  Life  for  a  better,  in  OBoher  1689. 

The  Refemblance  there  was  between  the  Father 

and  Son,  between  the  Divine  and  the  Phyfician, 
gives  me  Occafion  to  take  notice,  how  near  the 
Studies  of  Divinity  and  Phyfick  are  to  one  ano¬ 
ther  ;  how  happily  they  are  fometimes  combin’d  ♦ 
how  fubfervient  and  ufeful  the  one  may  be  to  the 


*  My  Honoured  Friend,  Sir  Richard  Blackmon. 
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other  :  An  uncommon  Skill  therefore  in  both,  muft 
needs  advance  a  Man’s  Character :  Where  the  Know¬ 
ledge  of  Philofophy  ,  Mathematicks  ,  and  Medi¬ 
cine,  are  join’d  with  that  of  Theology.  One  who 
was  a  very  good  Judge  of  Men  and  Books,  has. 
publifh’d  feveral  Years'  ago,  that  this  was  true  of 
our  Deceafed  Do&or  ;  I  mean  the  Reverend  and 
Learned  Mr.  Howe ,  {a)  who  (peaks  of  the  Phyfici- 
an’s  Calling,  as  concern’d  about  the  Lives  and  Bo¬ 
dies  of  Men  ;  and  how  near  it  is  to  that  of  a  Mini- 
fter ,  concern’d  about  their  Souls.  ’Tis  eafy,  lays 
he,  to  ftep  from  the  Affairs  of  one,  to  thofe  of  the 
other  ;  as  we  fee  exemplify ’d  in  Dr  .Grew,  (b)  whofe 
molt  Ufeful  and  Elaborate  Works  may  not  only  oc- 
cafion  us  to  confider  'Theology ,  as  every  one’s  Bufi- 
nefs  ;  or  the  Calling  of  a  Divine,  as  in  fome  Re- 
fpe&s  tranfcendental ,  and  running  thro’  every 
Man’s  Calling  ;  but  that  of  a  Phyfician  ,  as  more 
nearly  ally ’d  to  it ,  than  any  other  :  Many  Excel¬ 
lent  Speculations  being  common  to  both  ;  and,  as 
thofe  Works  (how,  of  great  Importance  to  both.  In 
which  Performance  0) ,  that  Accurate  Writer  doth 
notindeed  preach  to  theVulgar,but  inftru £t?reachers, 
in  doing  that  whereby  he  may  contribute  to  the  ma¬ 
king  of  many  good  Preachers,  not  only  now,  but  in 
future  Time. 

Blelfed  be  God  ,  we  have  more  Inftances  than 
thefe  Two,  to  convince  the  World,  that  Religio  Me¬ 
dici  is  not  a  Note  of  Ignominy  and  Reproach  ;  and 
that  a  Beloved  Phyfician  pn  the  beft  Account ,  was 


(a)  In  an  appendix  to  his  Sermon  on  the  Death  of  Dr.  Henry 

Sampfon. 

[h)  A  Near  Relation  of  Dr.  Sampforis. 

{()  Viz-.  Cofmh&ia  Sacra ,  Fob 
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not  peculiar  to  the  Firft  Age  of  Chriftianity. 
The  Principles  of  Reveal’d  Religion  have  been 
wifely  explain’d,  and  learnedly  defended  by  feveral 
Phyficians ,  with  a  Convention  becoming  their 
profeffed  Belief  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  We  may 
juftly  fay  of  theDeceafed,  That  his  Life,  as  well 
as  his  Writings,  were  a  good  Teftimony  to  the 
Truth  and  Excellency  of  the  Religion  he  profefs’d  : 
For  in  him  Two  Things  were  united,  which  fome 
think  are  feldom  found  together  ;  a  diligent  Infpe- 
tftion  into  Nature  and  Phiiofophy,  with  a  greatVe- 
neration  for  God  and  Religion,  and  a  conftant  Stu¬ 
dy  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  According  to  which ,  He 
was  a  Devout  Chriftian,  and  a  Serious  Follower  of 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  :  Being  fatisfy’d,  pleas’d,  and 
delighted  with  the  Do&rines,  Duties,  and  Worfhip 
of  the  Chriftian  Religion  ;  diligently  oppofing  the 
Adverfaries  of  it ,  as  heartily  troubled  to  obferve 
the  Growth  of  Infidelity  and  Deifin  among  us  ; 
.gnd  therefore  thought  with  himfelf,  (as  fome  other 
Excellent  Men  have  done )  that  Writing  on  the 
Side  of  Religion  ,  and  in  Attempting  to  Support 
Its  Authority,  and  Propagate  its  Power,  he  fhould 
be  lefs  fufpefted  ;  and  his  Writings,  by  being^  bet¬ 
ter  read  than  thofe  of  our  Profeffion ,  by  fome, 
might  be  likely  to  be  more  Efficacious  and  Ufe- 
ful.  . 

He  was  a  true  Lover  of  Pure  and  Difmterefted 
Religion,  and  griev'd  that  the  Divisions  and  Di- 
fputes  among  Good  Men ,  about  lefs  Important 
Matters ,  fhould  be  carry’d  fo  high,  and  managed 
with  fuch  unbecoming  Warmth  and  Flercenefs  ;  or 
that  any  fhould  be  persecuted  for  their  different  Sen¬ 
timents  ,  who  defir’d  to  live  peaceably  with  their 
Neighbours. 


He 
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He  had  this  Evidence  that  he  walked  with  God, 
that  he  endeavour’d  to  live  in  his  Fear  all  the  day 
long  ;  and  therefore  did  not  trifle  away  his  Time* 
but  employ'd  every  Hour  to  fome  valuable  Purpofe. 
They  who  knew  him  beft ,  have  often  faid ,  that 
they  believ’d  he  has  the  leaf!  mifpent  Time  to  an¬ 
swer  for,  of  any  they  ever  obferved  :  The  Fruit  of 
which  Diligence  was  very  confiderable,  in  his  Im¬ 
provement  and  Proficiency  in  all  Sorts  of  Learn¬ 
ing. 

He  advanc’d  and  enlarg’d  the  Powers  and  Capa¬ 
cities  of  his  Soul ,  by  his  Growth  in  Knowledge 
and  Virtue ,  raifing  them  to  the  Nobleft  Obje&s, 
with  Generous  Views,  and  Defigns  of  being  ufeful 
to  Mankind  ;  that  the  World  might  be  the  better 
and  wifer  ,  eafier  and  happier  for  his  Endeavours, 
both  now  and  hereafter.  By  which  Attempts,  he 
has  deferv’d  very  highly  of  the  Age  wherein  he 
liv’d,  which  he  both  improv’d  and  adorn’d. 

With  the  Knowledge  of  the  Hiftory  of  Paft: 
Times ,  he  made  many  Obfervations  on  Art  and 
Nature.  He  was  no  Stranger  to  the  feverer  Studies ; 
as  the  more  laborious  and  lefs  pleafant  one  of  Lan¬ 
guages  ;  that  he  might  know  the  Senfe  of  former 
Ages,  and  efpecially  the  true  Meaning  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  in  their  Original  Languages,  he  follow¬ 
ed  the  Study  of  the  Hebrew  with  fo  much  Care,  and 
to  fo  good  Purpofe,  that  few  Divines  have  ever  made 
fuch  Proficiency  in  the  Knowledge  of  the  Sacred 
Scripture- Language. 

Lie  was  alfo  acquainted  with  the  Theories  of  the 
Heavenly  Bodies ,  skill’d  in  Mechanicks,  and  Ma- 
thematicks,  the  Proportions  of  Lines  and  Numbers ; 
and  the  Compofition  and  Mixture  of  Bodies ,  par¬ 
ticularly  of  the  Human  Body.  To  his  Skill  in  Ana¬ 
tomy  and  Medicine,  1  might  add  the  Knovvledge  of 
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Plants  and  Minerals,  at  Home  and  Abroad,  with 
the  Virtues  and  Improvements  of  Both. 

His  Judgment  being  clear  and  ftrong,  he  fell  into 
a  concife  Way  of  Exprefling  himfelf,  ib  as  to  fay  a 
great  deal  in  a  few  Words. 

He  was  well  acquainted  with  the  whole  Body  of 
Divinity  ;  and  with  particular  Controverfies  :  but 
did  by  no  means  approve  the  Arminian  Notions, about 
pree-Will,  and  the  Grace  of  God,  as  favouring 
of  Pride,  and  derogating  from  the  Honour  and  Ef¬ 
ficacy  of  Divine  Grace. ' 

Pie  was  Grave  and  Serious  in  his  Converfation ; 
yet  Affable  and  Courteous,  with  an  Obliging  Civi¬ 
lity  without  Morofenefs ;  at  the  fame  time  Inviting 
your  Acquaintance,and  Commanding  your  Refpedfi 
He  did  not  only  mind  his  own  Things ,  but  was 
truly  concern’d  for  the  Publick;  for  the  Intereft  of 
Chriftian  Religion ,  and  the  Welfare  of  his  Coun¬ 
trey  •  The  Principles  of  a  Good  Englishman,  with 
thofe  of  a  Vrotefiant ,  being  deeply  rpoted  in  his 
Breaft.  PXe  was  always  fo  juft ,  as  to  join  in  the 
Commendation  of  Worthy  Perfons,  tho’  they  dif¬ 
fer’d  in  Judgment  and  Opinion  from  him  :  And  ac¬ 
cordingly  took  Occafion  to  fhow  his  Refentment, 
when  the  Faults  of  particular  Perfons  feeirrd  to  be 
levell’d  againft  a  whole  Party.  He  was  Kind  and 
Compaffionate  to  the  Poor,  and  ready  to  afltft 
them  ,  not  only  on  the  leaft  Recommendation , 
but  ofteji  without  any.  Pfis  Yearly  Expences  in 
Charity  ,  appear  fince  his  Death  to  have  been  very 
confiderable.  s 

Pie  was  a  feripus  Worfhippcr  of  God  in  his  Fa~ 
wily.  In  how  prudent  and  obliging  a  manner  he 
walk’d  in  his  own  Houfe,  thqy  who  liv’d  with  hint 
gm  beft  fpe&k.  We  are  Witneffes  of  his  Serious  and 
Grave  Deportment  in  the  Publick  Worfhip  of  God. 
He  loy?d  tfie  Ploufe  and  Courts  of.  the  Lord  ,  and 
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the  Means  of  Approaching  the  Divine  Prefence  : 
Endeavouring  fo  to  order  his  Affairs ,  as  to  be  fel- 
dom  abfent,  except  for  Works  of  Neceffity  and  Mer¬ 
cy  :  which  muft  excufe  many  of  his  Profeflion. 
With  what  Humility  would  he  attend  the  plained 
Minidrations ,  fuited  to  a  Numerous  Auditory  ? 
Tho’  he  knew  much  more  than  the  Preacher ,  he 
was  one  of  the  mod  Candid  Hearers  ;  making  all 
needful  Allowances,  where  he  apprehended  a  Seri¬ 
ous  Defign  of  doing  good.  He  knew  God  loveth  the 
Gates  of  Sion,  more  than  all  the  Dwellings  ofjerufalem ; 
and  expected,  and  I  hope  found,  the  Divine  Pre¬ 
fence  and  Blefling  in  the  Chridian  Affemblies  on 
the  Lord’s-Day ,  more  than  he  could  hope  for  at 
Home,  in  the  bed  Library  among  the  Works  of 
the  Learned.  I  remember ,  when  I  have  endea¬ 
vour’d  to  fpeak  with  the  utmod  Plainnefs,  to  the 
Poor  and  Ignorant,  the  Doctor  was  fo  far  from  dif- 
liking  it,  that  he  us’d  to  fay.  There  was  but  One  Way 
to  Heaven  for  the  Learned  and  the  Unlearned  :  And  if 
I  approv’d  my  felf  to  the  Confciences  of  Men,  as 
in  the  Sight  of  God,  recommending  the  Plain,  Ne- 
ceffary,  Truths,  and  Duties  of  Chridian  Religion, 
the  Bed  Scholar  in  the  Affembly  might  have  good 
Impreffions  by  it,  as  well  as  the  meaned  Perfon 
that  dood  in  the  Ifle.  With  what  Devotion  and  Af¬ 
fection  was  he  wont  to  join  in  our  Prayers  and  Prai- 
fes  ;  and  at  the  Table  of  the  Lord,  to  fhew  forth 
his  Death,  as  he  did  the  lad  Month  ?  Now  he  dis¬ 
appears,  for  God  hath  taken  him  •  and  his  Place  here, 
and  in  his  own  Houfe,  Shall  know  him  no  more. 

Shall  we  not  lament,  and  lay  to  Heart  fuch 
Breaches?  and  fo  many ,  following  one  another  ; 
eonfidering  what  is  lod  to  this  World  by  the  Deaths 
of  fuch  Valuable  Perfons  ?  When  the'  Number  of 
fuch,  as  walk  with  God  ,  decreafes  apace  ;  when 
the  Godly  Man  ceafes  ,  and  the  Faithful  fail  from  amo  sg 
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the  Children  of  Men,  we  may  cry  out  with  the  Pfal- 
mift,  Help,  Lord!  Efpecially  when  this  is  joyn’d  with 
a  Yifible  decay  of  ferious,  practical  Religion  in  Per- 
fons  and  Families,  who  have  long  profefs’d  it;  And 
when  accompany ’d  with  a  Malignant,  Bitter  Spirit 
againft  us,  daily  increafing  among  the  Profane; 
and  when  even  our  Brethren,  our  Mother’s  Children, 
are  angry  with  us,  and  reproach,  and  defpife,  if  not 
hate  us,  becaufe  we  do  not  come  within  their  In- 
clofure. 

You  know,  the  Way  which  he  preferr’d,  and 
wherein  he  chofe  to  worfhip  God  ;  and  yet  with¬ 
out  Cenfure  and  Contempt  of  others,  in  whom 
there  was  any  Evidence  of  real  Godlinefs,  and  Di¬ 
vine  Principles.  He  valu’d  the  Subftantials  of  pure 
Chriftianity,  wherein  All  agree,  without  laying  a 
mighty  Strefs  on  Leffer  Matters  of  Humane  Addition 
and  Impofition.  And  if  ever  God  defigns  to  give 
Flourifhing  Days  on  Earth  to  the  Chriftian  Church, 
one  would  think,  it  muff  be  by  reviving  a  Spirit  of 
Serious  Piety  and  Practical  Religion  :  And  when¬ 
ever  that  comes  to  be  moft  valuJ,  and  to  be  dlfiln - 
gulfring,  nothing  will  be  made  a  Teft  and  Boundary 
to  Chriftian  Communion,  but  what  is  founded  or* 
plain  Reafon,  or  exprefs  Revelation  ;  nothing  but 
what  is  neceffary  to  make  a  Man  a  good  Chriftian, 
render  him  acceptable  to  God,  and  carry  him  fafe 
to  the  Heavenly  Canaan  ;  Tho’  now  the  Worfhip  of 
God  among  us  Diffenters,  is  made  a  Matter  of  Re^* 
proacb,and  we  are  a  Se<ft  every-where  fpoken  againft ; 
yet  the  Caufe  is  not  the  worfe,  nor  any  whit  more 
diftant  from  Truth,  by  reafon  of  the  Ignominy,  Dan¬ 
ger,  or  Lofs,  that  fometimes  may  attend  it. 

’Tis  certain,  the  pouring  out  of  the  Divine  Spi¬ 
rit,  can  re&iiy  all  that  is  amifs  among  Proteftant 
Chiiftians.  How  far  we  may  be  from  fuch  a  Day, 
we  know  not.  A  farther  Death  is  expected  by  fome 
i/  "’  4  ‘  "  .  ...  before 
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before  a  Refurre&ion  ;  and  if  the  Spirit  of  Chrift 
do  not  accompany  the  Gofpel-Minilh’ations,  to  the 
Converfion  and  Regeneration  of  Young  People , 
who  may  rife  up  in  the  room  of  their  Fathers, 
Things  muft  inevitably  grow  worfe :  As  if  Deaths 
and  Burials  in  your  Weekly  Bills  of  Mortality, 
ihould  from  Time  to  Time  exceed  that  of  Births, 
and  other  Acceffions  to  the  City ;  I  need  not  fay, 
what  that  tends  to,  or  what  will  be  the  Confe- 
quence. 

But  without  looking  forward  to  what  may  be 
hereafter,  let  us  do  all  the  Good  we  can  while  we* 
live.  Let  us  be  willing  to  live,  or  die,  as  may  be 
molt  for  the  Glory  of  God  :  Willing  to  live,  if  we 
may  ferve  Him  longer  upon  Earth ;  or  be  ready  and 
willing  to  die ,  if  He  fignify  his  Mind  that  He  de~ 
ligns  our  Removal.  Let  us  not  be  afraid  to  drop 
this  Flefli,  and  pafs  through  Death  to  the  Heavenly 
Manfions,  but  endeavour  that  our  Minds  be  recon¬ 
cil'd  to  ir.  We  are  apt  to  think  it  a  moft  glorious 
and  defirable  Thing,  to  be  tranflated  as  Enoch  and 
Elias  ;  to  obtain  Eternal  Life  without  going  through 
the  dark  Valley  of  the  Shadow  of  Death ;  but  re¬ 
member  thereby  we  efcape  out  of  fuch  a  horrid 
Gulph  of  Sin  and  Mifery,  that  we  (hould  no  more 
regret  to  leave  the  Body  in  the  Duft,  than  a  Man 
drowning  in  a  Whirl-pool,  Ihould  be  loth  to  accept 
a  kind  Offer  of  Help  to  fave  him,  unlefs  you  could 
fave  with  him  an  old  and  worthlefs  Garment  which 
he  wears  about  him.  To  be  in  the  Body ,  or  'without  it, 
fesm'd  a  little  Thing  with  the  great  Apoftle;  hard- 
worth  his  minding ,  when  his  Soul  was  blefs’d 
%v  ith  the  Vifion  and  Fruition  of  God  ♦  being  car- 
ry’d  up  into  the  Third  Heavens.  He  declares  he 
Anew  not,  whether  he  was  in  the  Body ,  or  out  of  it . 
He  was  fo  taken  up  with  what  he  fa  w,  and  heard  * 
am  enjoy  d >  that  he  regarded  not  the  Body.  If  we 
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have  not  the  Advantages  of  Enoch  and  Elias  in  their  . 
Tranflation,  we  are  like  to  fare  better  than  they, 
who  (hall  be  found  alive  at  the  Coming  of  Chrift 
for  ’tis  probable,  they  muft  have  a  great  Share  in  the 
Terrors  of  that  Awful  Day  :  when  the  Sun  jhall  he 
dark’nd,  and  the  Moon  not  give  her  Light.  When  the 
Stars  (hall  fall  from  Heaven  ;  and  the  Powers  of  the  World 
■he  jhaken.  When  the  Sign  of  the  Son  of  Man  jhall  appear 
in  Heaven  ;  and  all  the  Tribes  of  the  Earth  Jhall  mourn. 
How  can  it  be,  but  there  muft  be  fome  Dread  in 
thefe  Things,  even  to  Good  Men  then  alive  ?  But 
’twill  be  all  over,  before  the  Refurrection  of  them 
who  died  in  the  Lord.  They  lhall  behold  the  great 
Change,  which  a  Diflblution  of  the  World  hath 
made,  without  Fear  or  Amazement.  And  thougH 
Enoch  and  Elias ,  to  ferve  fonie  great  Purpofes  of 
God’s  Glory,  and  for  the  Inftruaion  of  Mankind, 
were  fo  tranflated.  Soul  and  Body  to  Heaven,  with¬ 
out  dying  ;  our  Bleffcd  Redeemer,  you  know,  did 
not  pafs  into  Heaven,  till  after  His  Death  and  Re- 
furre<ftion.  By  His  dying  for  us.  He  has  taken  a- 
way  the  Sting  of  Death ;  Perfum’d  the  Grave  by 
His  Burial,  and  affur’d  our  Refurreftion  from  the 
Dead,  By  His  Riling  again  ;  and  has  promis’d  tci 
Come  again,  and  appear  the  Second  Time,  without  Sin, 
imto  our  Salvation ,  when  our  Bodies  fhall  be  Rais  d,- 
and  made  like  to  His  Glorious  Body. 

Let  us  diligently  Walk  with  God,  and  faithfully 
follow  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  ;  that  when  the  Time, 
comes,  of  which  Enoch  prophecy’d,  that  the  Lord  jhall 
come  with  Ten  Thoufand  of  His  Saints  to  execute  Judg¬ 
ment  on  All  the  Ungodly  ;  We  may  then  lift  up  out 
Heads  with  Joy,  and  hear  the  approving  Sentence 
of  our  Judge,  Come  ye  Blejfed  of  my  Father ,  inherit 
the  Kingdom  prepared  for  you ,  before  the  Foundation  of 

the  World. 
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